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The Pass It Along Fund was established at the California Community Foundation 
(CCF) in Los Angeles by anonymous donors in the true spirit of philanthropy: to 
help people at a moment of critical need without expecting anything in return. 
Since 2000, the fund has helped more than 1,300 individuals and families with 
grants totaling nearly $1.5 million, in partnership with a network of more than 40 
nonprofits that provide case management and other services.

Thanks to contributions from generous donors, CCF was able to make grants to 
help 73 individuals and families from November 2011 to April 2012. Average grant 
size was $2,100. 

Your Impact Grants:  November 2011 - April 2012
Type of Grant Number Total Granted

Housing/Household 53 $109,881.04
Employment/Job Training 4 $8,066.66

Health Grants 12 $24,199.66
Other Needs 3 $14,994.88

TOTAL Pass It Along Grants 73 $157,142.24

Grants Avoid Crises, Encourage Success 

Unable to make ends meet, J.C. was homeless until he found assistance at the Ocean 
Park Community Center (OPCC) Access Center in Santa Monica. After receiving basic 
emergency services, J.C. has case management support to get his life back on track.

When the mother of his son suffered from a mental illness, his son was taken into 
custody. J.C. determined to keep his son out of the foster system in the long term.  To 

do it, he would need to take proactive steps to improve his circumstances, starting right away.  

With the assistance of OPCC, J.C. applied for one-time financial assistance from the Pass It Along Fund at CCF.  Soon after, he 
received enough money to purchase parenting books and take classes as recommended by the family court system.  While 
still homeless, he completed a culinary arts program and a program for homeless people seeking employment.  

Recently, he moved into a low rent apartment, achieving a level of 
stability that he’ll need to secure a job and reunite with his son. 

To honor the requirement of the Pass It Along Fund that beneficia-
ries reciprocate with acts of kindness to others, J.C. has committed 
to being an OPCC Access Center volunteer preparing and serving 
meals, and distributing donated clothing to homeless individuals 
and families.

Like others who have been helped by the Pass It Along Fund, J.C. is 
on the road to a better life for himself and his son.

Father Aims for New Life with Son

Supporting  Parents

Mother Leaves Abuser, Gets 
New Start

When a battered woman finally gath-
ers the courage to leave her abuser, 
that’s not the end of the story – it’s 
just the beginning.

L.S., a mother of three, escaped an 
abusive relationship but faced an 
array of new challenges. Left without 
an income, she sold all of her pos-
sessions and moved her family into a 
cramped, one-bedroom apartment. 
At the same time, she was trying 
to manage her own and her fam-
ily’s emotional distress. L.S. needed 
comprehensive support to establish 
a new life.  

She found that support at the China-
town Service Center and with assis-
tance from the Pass It Along Fund.

With a grant of $4,300 from the Pass 
It Along Fund, L.S. was able to pay the 
security deposit and the first and last 
month’s rent for a new two-bedroom 
apartment. The grant also included 
the purchase of two beds and a re-
frigerator, and three months of utility 
payments and transportation costs. 

This new stability, as well as ser-
vices such as family counseling and 

Mother Gets  
New Start

child care support through the 
Chinatown Service Center, will 
enable L.S. to find new clients for 
her house cleaning and cooking 
business.  

“My mom lost her job almost 
three years ago and we had 
to keep on moving into new, 
smaller apartments,” said her 
daughter, A.M., who is proud to 
say that her mother has regained 
her confidence.
 
To show her appreciation, L.S. 
has been sharing her two acts of 
kindness by embroidering table 
cloths and other linens to share 
with neighbors and others in 
need.

continued from page 1

continued on page 2

Every dollar contributed makes a  
difference. Grants ranging from $100-

$5,000 change lives. Anyone can make a 
donation online at passitalongfund.org. 

CCF donors and others who would  like 
more information may contact Terri 

Mosqueda at (213) 452-6298 or  
tmosqueda@calfund.org. 
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