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LOS ANGELES SCHOLARS INVESTMENT FUND 
INVESTING IN OUR YOUNG MEN OF COLOR  

2017 Call for Proposals 
 
 
The Los Angeles Scholars Investment Fund (LASIF) is a joint initiative of the California Community Foundation 
(CCF) and a network of local and national donors and funders to increase the number of low-income students 
from Los Angeles County to attend and complete college.   
 
In addition to ongoing LASIF activities and grantmaking, over the next two years LASIF seeks to invest at least 
$1.5 million to identify and support promising practices to better reach and serve young men of color within the 
field of college access and success.  
 
We envision this work as a learning process, fueled through the funding of direct service projects designed and 
implemented by community partners. To advance collective learning and collaboration, funded partners will be 
expected to gather and share their knowledge and growing understanding of program strategies and outcomes, 
and contribute to a cohort-based work group including quarterly meetings throughout 2018 and into 2019.  

PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS  

CCF invites proposals from community-based nonprofit organizations, K-12 public schools and districts, and 
public and private colleges and universities in L.A. County. As noted in the timeline below, there will be two 
submission cycles for the Request for Proposal (RFP). Following review, select applicants will be invited to 
submit a full application. Final consideration by the CCF Board of Directors and grant disbursements will take 
place in October and December 2017.   

Submissions will be accepted online only. A copy of information requested is included on page 5 of this packet.  

Link to online RFP: www.lasif.org  

We understand that the grant application process can be very time-intensive for our community partners. We 
recommend careful review of the attached guidelines. In addition, we are available for pre-scheduled 15-minute 
calls to discuss proposals prior to submission. Email lasif@calfund.org if you would like to arrange a call.  

TIMELINE 

Online Portal Opens for RFP Submission May 1, 2017  
RFP Submission Deadline for October 2017 consideration June 23, 2017 
Info Session June 27, 2017, 11:30am  

Visit www.lasif.org  to register.    
RFP Submission Deadline for December 2017 consideration August 25, 2017 
Full Application Submission (by invitation only) July – September 2017 
CCF Board Decision and Grant Disbursement  October 2017 and December 2017 

 

 

http://www.lasif.org/
http://www.calfund.org/
http://www.lasif.org/
mailto:lasif@calfund.org
http://www.lasif.org/
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Kelly King       TEL: 213.413.4130 ext. 279  
Director, Los Angeles Scholars Investment Fund   EMAIL: kking@calfund.org 
 
David Rey       TEL: 213.413.4130 ext. 218 
Program Associate     EMAIL: drey@calfund.org  
 
California Community Foundation 
221 S. Figueroa St., Suite 400    www.calfund.org  
Los Angeles, CA 90012     www.lasif.org 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Launched in 2012 by the California Community Foundation (CCF) and in partnership with the College Futures 
Foundation, the Los Angeles Scholars Investment Fund (LASIF) seeks to increase the number of low-income L.A. 
County youth who graduate from college. LASIF supports community-based nonprofit organizations, local 
educational programs, and scholarship programs that provide pre- and post-enrollment financial aid guidance, 
as well as college preparation, advising, and other support services to low-income students.  For LASIF, helping 
students get into college is only the beginning. All investments and strategies are evaluated through the lens of 
college completion. 
 
While we have been very encouraged by many outcomes to date, including college admission, enrollment and 
persistence rates for students served by our partners, we have observed a consistent underrepresentation of 
young men within CCF-funded programs. Just 36 percent of students served by our nonprofit partners are male. 
This ratio is common among college access and success programs throughout the country. 
 
Further, male students across race/ethnic groups, on average, are falling behind their female peers at key 
milestones and transitions throughout the pipeline to and through college. This includes the rates at which male 
students complete A-G coursework, take the SAT/ACT, graduate high school, access public financial aid, enroll in 
higher education, persist and complete a degree program.  
 
Through this special grantmaking program within LASIF, we seek to identify, support and learn from projects 
designed to: 

1. Better engage and support YMOC within college access and success programs;  
2. Increase the number of YMOC on a pathway to and through higher education; and 
3. Increase college attainment outcomes for YMOC in L.A. County, and in particular, rates of AA degree 

attainment, transfer and BA degree completion.  
 
We envision this work as a learning process, fueled through the funding of direct service projects designed and 
implemented by community partners. Together with the funded grantee partners, we will continually gauge 
efforts and progress toward the program objectives, key indicators and milestones. We will use lessons learned 
and available data through this collaboration to drive future program decisions and activities.  
 
Further, these efforts follow CCF's longstanding commitment to deep investments in place-based and 
population-specific impacts, such as our 10-year investment in the El Monte Community Building Initiative and 
sizable investments in the lives and futures of young Black males in South L.A. through BLOOM.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:kking@calfund.org
mailto:drey@calfund.org
http://www.calfund.org/
http://www.lasif.org/
http://www.calfund.org/transform-la/ccf-priority-areas/community-building-initiative/
http://www.calfund.org/transform-la/ccf-priority-areas/youth-empowerment/bloom/
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What types of organizations are eligible for consideration?  
• Nonprofit organizations and local educational programs with 501(c)(3) status  
• K-12 public schools and districts  
• Public and private colleges and universities in L.A. County 

 
Will co-ed programs that serve young women and young men be considered?  
Yes. Proposed projects may include efforts that serve both young men and young women. However, expanding 
participation, services and/or higher education outcomes for young men of color must be the target objective of 
the proposed project.  
 
How does LASIF define Young Men of Color?  
For the purposes of this work, we use the term “Young Men of Color” or “YMOC” to refer to high school 
students, recent high school graduates and current college students, typically ages 14-24, who identify as male 
and from a race/ethnic group underrepresented in higher education, including African American, Latino, Native 
American/American Indian, and Asian-Pacific Islander communities.  
 
Further, consistent with the overall mission of LASIF, we seek to focus efforts on students from low-income 
families and underresourced communities, many of whom will be the first generation in their family to earn a 
college degree.  
 
While focused on the gender gap, the multiple identities of these students are not to be discounted. We know 
that the interplay of race/ethnicity, social economic status, sexual orientation and gender identities is critical.  
 
Finally, our intentional focus on YMOC within LASIF does not imply that there are diminishing needs for our 
young women, or that supporting the educational pathways and outcomes of young men and young women are 
at odds. Rather, we recognize that young men, and especially young men of color, have special and substantial 
needs that are noticeably underserved by our existing college access, success and scholarship network and that 
this reality requires specific focus and resources.  
 
Must our organization be based in Los Angeles County to be eligible?  
As a community foundation, we seek to invest in local organizations and local leaders with great connection to 
the populations they serve. Organizations do not have to be formally headquartered in Los Angeles County, but 
must serve students in and/or from Los Angeles County. Programs serving students post-high school may work 
with students from Los Angeles County who are attending colleges and universities outside of L.A. County.  
 
What is the anticipated size and timeline for LASIF grants?  
Grants range in size, with respect to an organization’s overall budget, number of youth served and proposed 
program budget.  For this funding opportunity, we anticipate grant periods of 1-2 years and grants ranging from 
$25,000 – $150,000 total.  
 
If funded, how may the grant funds be used? 

• Proposals must support direct service projects and the majority of funds should support programmatic 
costs.  

• Existing scholarship providers may apply for scholarship funds.  
• A portion of grant funds may be used to support indirect costs that advance the project such as staff 

salaries, professional development or marketing efforts to improve participant recruitment.  
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What are some example projects that may be considered? 

• A pilot project designed to better engage and support YMOC in their path to and through college.  
• Enhanced participant retention strategies to serve more YMOC within an existing program.  
• Collaboration among multiple programs or education systems in pursuit of cross-sector solutions that 

address the needs of YMOC.  
• Work to address systemic barriers that YMOC face in pathways to a college degree.  
• Strategies to ensure more equitable distribution of LASIF or other private scholarships to YMOC, such as 

revisions to selection processes.  
 

What do you mean by college access, college success, and key indicators and milestones?  
• College access efforts include strategies to support postsecondary enrollment, including help to 

students and families to prepare for college, apply and enroll.  
• College success efforts include strategies to support postsecondary completion, including supports to 

help students persist, transfer (if applicable) and complete a post-secondary degree. 
• Key indicators and milestones include those developed by National College Access Network (NCAN) 

through its Common Measures project: www.collegeaccess.org/common_measures 
 
For scholarship grants, what are the award and data collection requirements?   
Applicants may propose support of a scholarship program and request funds to be used to support scholarships 
for target students.  
 
All scholarship grantees are required to report additional information for all students whose scholarships are 
supported with LASIF grant funds. This information includes name, birth date, gender, race, ethnicity, first 
generation status, high school, GPA, college or university attended, and detailed information about the 
student’s financial aid package, including their cost of attendance. 
 
Students must give their consent to share their information as a condition of receiving the scholarship, and all 
students must sign an informed consent form. LASIF provides the consent form to all grantees, who must obtain 
signatures from all scholarship recipients. Each grantee organization is then required to enter student 
information into the College Futures Foundation online database. LASIF will use the information for the 
purposes of research and evaluation and will protect the privacy of individual students.  
 
For other grants, what are the data collection requirements? 
All grantee partners will be asked to share qualitative and quantitative data that they collect and analyze to 
enhance understanding of program strengths, challenges and promising practices. The data will vary by 
program, and will be tied to each partner’s LASIF grant objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.collegeaccess.org/common_measures
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LOS ANGELES SCHOLARS INVESTMENT FUND 
INVESTING IN OUR YOUNG MEN OF COLOR  

Proposal Preview 
 

The following is a summary of information requested. Please note that RFPs must be submitted online. This 
information is for planning purposes only. 

Organization Name: 

Proposed Project/Program Name (if applicable): 

Contact information:  

Organization Annual Budget:  

Proposed Grant Request: (Amount & Term/Length) 

Number of paid, full time staff, or FTE:  
 
Do you have a current strategic plan? (yes or no) 

Please respond to the following questions, in no more than 2,000 characters each: 

1. Mission: What is the mission of your organization?  
 

2. Current Strategies:  How are you currently working to increase the number of young people from low-
income communities in L.A. County to attend and/or complete college?  

 
3. Existing Partnerships: Please note any key school or community partnerships. 

 
4. Outcomes: How have you demonstrated success to date? How do you track or measure outcomes? 

 
5. Target Population: Please describe the population and schools/geographies you serve, and if different, the 

target population for this proposed project or program. 
 

6. Proposed Project: Briefly describe the proposed project or program for which you are seeking support.  
 

7. Learning Interests: Given that we seek to build a collaborative, learning cohort among the funded partners, 
what would you wish to gain from this type of cohort? What might you share or contribute? 
 

8. Other Grants through CCF: Are you currently receiving any other grants through the California Community 
Foundation, or are in conversation with CCF about other funding opportunities? 

 

  


