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Community foundations are organizations that go beyond making monetary grants. They also identify current and emerging 
issues in their community, channel resources to address opportunities or needs, and help the people in their region prepare 
for the future.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS

COMMUNITY: 
FOUNDATIONS:

✱ Facilitate public discourse around public policy at local and regional levels  

✱ Spur opinion leaders, infl uencers and decision-makers to take action 
 on community issues

✱ Convene diverse groups of people to develop common solutions to shared problems 

✱ Provide management support to help nonprofi t organizations improve effi ciency 
 and become self-sustaining 
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What’s 
Happening

“

“

Nearly 200 individuals are working as profession-
al artists in Los Angeles – and making L.A. better 
because of it – as recipients of a CCF Fellowship 
for Visual Artists, a unique grants program of the 
California Community Foundation.

In addition to shows and installations in 
museums, galleries, public spaces and other 
venues, CCF Fellows have been featured in 
two of this year’s exhibitions at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MOCA), the group show, The 
Artist’s Museum, and a solo exhibition dedi-
cated to William Leavitt. 

An online gallery of 2008-2010 CCF Fellows
and some of their work is featured on CCF’s 
Web site at myccf.org/artist_gallery.

In July, we will announce the next group of 
artists to receive a CCF Fellowship for Visual 
Artists.   

We’re proud of the high caliber of artists that CCF 
has helped at key points in their careers. We’re 
equally proud of those CCF donors who make art-
ists better through their philanthropy. In all, CCF 
and our donors contributed $72.4 million to arts 
causes between 2005 and 2010. 

ART 
ACROSS 
L.A.

The fact remains that artists need support, 
fi nancial and otherwise. But while most Ange-
lenos say that the arts are important, only two 
percent of all arts funding in Los Angeles goes 
to artists.  

That’s why the CCF Fellowship for Visual Artists 
was created 23 years ago, and why it remains 
vitally important today.

We invite you and other patrons of the arts to 
consider sponsoring a fellowship – for this year, 
multiple years or in perpetuity. For details on 
this unique opportunity, please contact Leslie 
Ito, CCF program offi cer for the arts, at 
lito@ccf-la.org or (213) 413-4130.

Celebrating CCF Fellows 
and Donors
In January, more than 65 CCF donors and members of The 
Legacy Society enjoyed a special evening at MOCA’s exhi-
bition, The Artist’s Museum, in the company of several CCF 
Fellows featured in the group show. MOCA Trustee and CCF 
board member Tom Unterman co-hosted the event with 
museum director Jeffrey Deitch.

In April, CCF Fellows Andrea Bowers, Won Ju Lim and 
Glenn Kaino shared their art, creation space and process 

with donors and Legacy Society members at the 2011 Artist Studio Tour in the Eagle 
Rock and Highland Park neighborhoods of L.A. 

MOCA Trustee and CCF board member 
Tom Unterman with museum director 
Jeffrey Deitch. (CCF photo by Jc Olivera)

May 6: Help strengthen your fa-

vorite nonprofi ts by participating 

in a free Webinar about capacity 

building with expert advice from 

leaders of the Taproot Founda-

tion, Nonprofi t Finance Fund 

and others.

May 17: Learn about support-

ing summer programs for at-risk 

youth and their families, as CCF 

kicks off the 2011 Summer 

Youth Fund.  

June 9: Meet Thomas Tierney 

when he speaks about philan-

thropy and his new book, Give 

Smart: Philanthropy that Gets 

Results, at a luncheon hosted 

by CCF for donors, advisors and 

members of The Legacy Society. 

June 15: Find out what’s 

happening in redistricting from 

María Blanco, vice president 

of Civic Engagement at CCF 

and a member of the statewide 

Redistricting Committee. 

For more information on these 

or other events, please contact 

Ginny Renke at (213) 452-6282 

or vrenke@ccf-la.org.

STEVEN RODEN (2008 CCF Fellow), celestial fallings and fl yings (a new kite 
for alexander graham bell), 2005 - 2006. Oil, acrylic on linen. 64”x 50”
(Courtesy of the artist and Susanne Vielmetter Los Angeles Projects; collection of David Partridge, 
San Marino, Calif.)

“We, as Angelenos and as humans, need to 
add Japan to the list of our responsibilities.” 
 — John Kobara, at the Mayor’s press conference 
     on Japan Relief, March 29, 2011

“This is democracy at work.” 
 — Maria Blanco, excerpted from
     KQED’s California Report story 
     about the CCF-sponsored Bell 
     City Council Meet the Candidates
     forum, March 2011

“A century from now, people will talk about how 
American philanthropists embraced the nation’s 
diversity and its immigrant communities. Ameri-
cans will talk about charitable investments that 
advanced the successful integration of immigrants 
into society…”  

 — Antonia Hernández, excerpted from 
     A Century from Today, What Current, Private,
     Charitable Investment Will People Be Talking
     About?, Philanthropy Magazine, January 2011

“At one time, community foundations were cookie 
jars — places where you went when you needed a 
buck. They aren’t that anymore. They see them-
selves as partners in community endeavors.”  

 — Ray Cortines, excerpted from A California 
     Community Foundation Goes Beyond Merely
     Making Grants, The Chronicle of Philanthropy,
     January 2011

CCF IN THE NEWS 
Nearly $5 million in grants to nonprofi t organizations in L.A. 
County have been approved this quarter by the foundation’s 
board of birectors. CCF grants to L.A. nonprofi ts are primarily 
for operating and new initiative support, and focused in core 
program areas of affordable housing, art, education, health 
care and human development, as well as civic engagement 
and the foundation’s 10-year El Monte Community Building 
Initiative.

“The California Community Foundation invests in Los 
Angeles-based nonprofi ts to address some of the county’s 
toughest challenges,” said Antonia Hernández, president 
and CEO at the foundation. “We are striving to build a better 
future for everyone in Los Angeles through strategic grant-
making and multi-year commitments to excellent nonprofi ts – 
systematically, consistently and despite the economy.”

In March, CCF contributed $100,000 to establish the 
Japan Earthquake and Pacifi c Tsunami Fund. Since then, 
contributions from individuals, families, companies and 
nonprofi ts have increased the fund to $212,000.* Those 
and any additional monies received will be distributed in the 
coming weeks for disaster relief and recovery efforts, likely 
focused on the young who have experienced signifi cant
trauma and the elderly who represent a large portion of 
Japan’s population.

In addition, some CCF donors have created new funds at 
CCF and inspired friends and family members to give for this 
urgent cause. 

Generous Donors
In addition to the Japan Earthquake and Pacifi c Tsunami 
Fund, compassionate donors and members of the public 
have contributed to several special funds at CCF, including:

 • 2010 Summer Youth Fund $87,000 

 • 2010 Chilean Earthquake Relief  $55,000
    and Recovery Fund  

 • 2010 Haiti Relief Fund  $324,000 

 • 2010-2011 Critical Needs Fund  $91,000

We thank them for their generosity.

CCF will have new offi ces and a new website this summer 
that will allow us to grow and serve you better. Our offi ces 

will be just down the street, and will offer a new conven-
ing space for community meetings. The new website will 

have improved features and more integration with your 
DonorConnect account.

          Stay tuned for updates!

NEW ADDRESS, NEW WEBSITE

(CCF photo by Jc Olivera)

Loeb & Loeb: 
A Model in Guiding Philanthropy
The law fi rm of Loeb & Loeb LLP is among the most respected and prestigious 

in Los Angeles. CCF recently sat down with Alyse Pelavin, Regina Covitt, 

Paul Frimmer, Stu Tobisman and Leah Bishop (pictured above, left to right) 

to discuss how they make it part of their practice to counsel clients – all high 

net worth, many with complex assets – on matters related to philanthropy. 

Read our interview at myccf.org/loebandloeb. 

*As of April 12, 2011.

Indicators of CCF’s 
Effi ciency Include:

We take our role as a steward of your and the com-

munity’s philanthropic assets very seriously. Our main 

goal is to maximize the grants we make to further your 

charitable goals and our overall 

effort to build the future of 

Los Angeles. Effi ciency is 

an important duty of 

our overall stew-

ardship function. 

Consequently, we 

are continuously 

thinking of ways 

to reduce the costs 

of our operations 

while providing fast 

and reliable services to 

you and the community.  

Increased effi ciency 

translates into more 

impactful philanthropy 

– and ultimately, that’s 

why CCF is here. While we’re 

pretty proud of our track record, we are never satisfi ed 

and will continue to strive for greater effi ciency to serve 

you and our community better. 

1% or less of our assets are spent 
on operations - the national standard for 
community foundations

5% or less of total revenues 
are spent for administration and 
fundraising*

4-star rating from Charity Navigator 
for the 5th consecutive year

“(CCF) 
consistently executes 
its mission in a fi scally 

responsible way, and outperforms 
other charities in America. This 
‘exceptional’ designation from 

Charity Navigator differentiates 
(CCF) from its peers and 

demonstrates to the public 
it is worthy of their trust.” 

– Charity Navigator, 
December 1, 2010

*Based on the 990 for the year ended June 30, 2010.



At CCF we believe that our fi nancial investments should 
refl ect the values we espouse in our grantmaking, civic 
engagement and partnerships. We feel that conscientious 
investment activity is necessary to help us achieve our mis-
sion of helping strengthen Los Angeles communities. And 
we trust that donors and advisors would expect nothing less 
of their community’s foundation.  

Here are some examples:

Loans to Nonprofi ts 
 We provide loans through program-related 
 investments to nonprofi ts that would not otherwise
 be able to secure a loan, perhaps because they work
 in low-income or unsafe areas. For example, in 2010 
 CCF invested in the expansion of a Los Angeles
 community clinic, leveraging government stimulus
 funds and tax credit dollars.

Affordable Housing Development 
 The Community Foundation Land Trust
 (CFLT), an affi liate of CCF, has helped create
 499 units of permanent, affordable housing 
 with another 390 units in development
 throughout L.A. County. 

Market-Rate Investments
with a Social Lens
 We seek to make investments that provide market- 
 rate returns, but also measure mission-related 
 factors beyond the bottom line. For example, in 2010
 CCF invested in a Los Angeles-based, minority-  
 owned company dedicated to developing, revitalizing
 and managing urban retail shopping centers in
 underserved and primarily Latino communities.

Donor Investment Options
 CCF offers donors the option of the Socially 
 Responsible Pool, which is invested in mutual 
 funds with multiple social screens and a long-term  
 objective.

You can learn more about CCF’s current mission investing 
activities by contacting Director of Donor Relations Terri 
Mosqueda at (213) 452-6298 or tmosqueda@ccf-la.org.

It is with great sadness 

that we note the passing of 

former Secretary of State 

Warren Christopher, a great 

American public servant 

and a wonderful member of 

the Los Angeles community. His leadership, gener-

osity and dedication to justice inspired us all.

Secretary Christopher understood well that many 

talented students have enormous challenges to 

overcome in pursuit of higher education, not the 

least of which is lack of fi nancial resources. The 

Warren Christopher Scholarship Fund, established 

at CCF in 1992, refl ects these values by providing 

four-year college scholarships to high school sopho-

mores in the Los Angeles Unifi ed School District. 

This scholarship aims to encourage students with 

outstanding promise and fi nancial need to complete 

high school and go to college. 

In Memoriam

In Celebration
Four individuals and couples have recently 

joined The Legacy Society, a group of nearly 

300 forward-thinking individuals that have 

included CCF in their estate plans. They are:

Anonymous

Courtney B. Gross

Richard and Cynthia Troop

Tom and Janet Unterman

We welcome them, and cordially invite others to 

consider this membership group as a means for 

making personalized arrangements to defi ne and 

achieve a legacy through a bequest or planned 

gift to CCF.

For more information, contact Director of Donor 

Relations Terri Mosqueda at (213) 452-6298 or 

tmosqueda@ccf-la.org.

“Maybe it shouldn’t, but it bothers us that they waste so much 

water when we live in a water shortage world,” said Bob. “Normally 

we share a glass of water. But we ask for just one and they bring us 

two, and they just keep refi lling it if we don’t pay attention.”

“Every little bit helps,” said Barbara, shrugging her shoulders with 

a smile. 

On Family Giving
With four children and eight grandchildren, family philanthropy 

could be a complicated affair.  But by using a system organized with 

CCF, everyone in the Klein family gets an opportunity to express 

their passion for giving through philanthropy. 

Here’s how they do it:  One daughter manages the account, allotting 

a certain dollar amount annually to each couple and each grand-

child over age 13. The grandchildren research and choose their own 

favorite nonprofi ts, often with the help of CCF donor relations staff.

“We don’t approve or disapprove what anybody gives,” said Barbara. 

“We have enjoyed seeing our grandkids get involved.  They enjoy 

being personally involved with the organization they give to, so they 

know fi rst-hand where their money is going.”

DONOR 
SPOTLIGHT:
Barbara and Bob Klein
“Every Little Bit Helps”

“We have enjoyed seeing our grandkids 
get involved. The enjoy being personally 
involved with the organization they give to, 
so they know where their money is going.”

Barbara and Bob Klein truly live their values. This normally 

quiet couple who lives in Cheviot Hills becomes animated 

when talking about their family, community or the environ-

ment, the main topics of conversation at a recent lunch.

On the Greatest Gifts
Barbara and Bob have been giving philanthropically for at 

least 50 years, by their own estimate, and are longtime contributors 

to Lamp Community, a housing fi rst organization that supports men 

and women living with severe mental illness.  

“We didn’t have money when we started, and I don’t think we were 

giving away much in the beginning. But when we did have some-

thing, we would give,” said Bob. ”We always recognized there was a 

need – and we still do.”

In addition to money, Barbara and Bob give generously of their time.  

Barbara, who retired from the entertainment industry and chaired  

the board of Lamp for many years,  still actively fundraises and 

advocates for the organization.  Bob, an attorney with a health care 

practice, chaired the local Visiting Nurse Association and Gateways 

Hospital. “Our focus is usually very local, on addressing problems 

that we can see,” said Barbara.

Five years ago, Bob took on the criminal case of a woman who had 

already served 19 years  and was facing life in prison for killing her 

abuser.  Although Bob was a health care and former estate plan-

ning attorney, and not a criminal lawyer, he volunteered hundreds of 

hours to the case.  He and the woman, whom he assisted in getting 

her freedom, still stay in touch.

“That was my most meaningful gift because it was so deeply per-

sonal,” said Bob. “You cannot imagine the effort it took to get her 

out of prison, and you develop a relationship that you cannot have 

anywhere else.”

On the Environment
It’s clear from spending even just a short period with the Kleins that 

they don’t just limit their activism to volunteerism and giving – they 

put their philosophy into practice, even in the smallest ways. 

Every time a waiter comes to fi ll their water glasses, they wave 

him off.

For advice on planned giving and leaving 
a legacy with the California Community 
Foundation, contact Senior Counsel and 
Charitable Advisor Carol Bradford at 
(213) 452-6266 or cbradford@ccf-la.org.

A new law may require changes to your existing estate and charitable 
planning. The Tax Relief, Unemployment Insurance Reauthorization and 
Job Creation Act of 2010 (the “2010 Tax Relief Act”) was signed into 
law in December 2010. 

In addition to extending the Bush-era income tax cuts, the new law 
provides signifi cant changes to the estate tax law.  

Here are three signifi cant changes that you should know about from the 
2010 Tax Relief Act:

Exemption Amounts Increase for Some Federal Taxes
For 2011 and 2012, the Federal estate tax, gift tax and Generation Skip-
ping Transfer (GST) tax exemption amounts have increased to $5 million 
per person. Therefore, any amount greater than $5 million and passing 
to benefi ciaries other than a spouse will be subject to tax. The maximum 
Federal estate tax, gift tax and GST rate is 35 percent through 2012. 

Choice of Estate Tax for 2010 Deaths
For individuals who died in 2010, the estate can elect to take 
advantage of the zero estate tax. However, inherited assets that pass 
through this estate will receive a very limited step-up in basis. 

The estate can also elect to be governed by the 2011 estate tax exclu-
sion of $5 million, and the inherited assets will receive a full step-up 
in basis. If the estate chooses to be governed by the 2011 regime, the 
estate will need to fi le an estate tax return – even if the estate would not 
otherwise be subject to tax – to indicate the election. The last date to 
fi le an election is September 19, 2011.

Spouses and the Estate Tax Exemption Amount 
in 2011 and 2012 
A surviving spouse may use his or her deceased spouse’s unused Fed-
eral estate tax exemption amount to further reduce or eliminate estate 
taxes due upon the death of the surviving spouse.

We encourage you to consult your estate planning attorney or tax advisor 
for more information about how these changes may affect you. 

The information provided is general and educational in nature. 
The California Community Foundation does not provide legal 
or tax advice. You should consult your tax advisor to properly 
determine the tax consequences of making a charitable gift 
to the California Community Foundation.

Mission Investing:
Investing with 
a Conscience As community conveners, CCF is hosting and participating in 

events across L.A. County every day. Here is just a sampling of 
notable community events in the past quarter:

VOTER PARTICIPATION IN BELL
The City of Bell Community Center overfl owed with 

local residents who attended Meet the Candidates, 

a public forum featuring most of the candidates 

running for fi ve City Council positions in the special 

election on March 8. The event was co-sponsored 

by CCF, the National Association of Latino Elected 

& Appointed Offi cials (NALEO) and State Assem-

blymember Ricardo Lara of the 50th District, and 

moderated in English and Spanish  by Univision 

KMEX.  To motivate participation among voters in 

Bell, CCF also produced a video featuring campaign 

messages from the candidates, which was distrib-

uted free to all forum attendees.  Voter turnout 

increased by 259 percent over the previous local 

election held in Bell.

PARENT ENGAGEMENT 
TASKFORCE REPORT
After only 10 weeks, the LAUSD Parent Engagement 

Taskforce produced “Parents as Equal Partners,” 

a special report featuring six recommendations on 

how the district can augment current parent engage-

ment efforts to assist K-12 parents in the public 

education of their children. The Taskforce was 

chaired by CCF President and CEO Antonia Hernández and supported by staff of 

CCF’s education and civic engagement departments.  

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
Just weeks before the catastrophic earthquake and tsunami that hit Japan, more 

than 200 nonprofi t, public and private sector leaders in Los Angeles attended a 

two-day event, the Meta-Leadership Summit for Preparedness, held to motivate 

collaboration and coordinated action during a public health or safety crisis. Event 

speakers included Alvertha Penny, CCF senior vice president for programs, and Paul  

Schulz, CCF board member and American Red Cross of Greater Los Angeles CEO.

  
 
A spirited discussion on the challenges for Black males of all ages in Los Angeles 

recently took place at a CCF community event in South Los Angeles, where we 

presented fi ndings from a study commissioned by CCF. The conversation was part 

of an investigation into the need for and feasibility of a special initiative dedi-

cated to Black men and boys. 

Top: Bell community members met can-
didates at a recent forum.  Above: CCF 
President and CEO Antonia Hernández 
chaired the LAUSD Parent Engagement 
Taskforce. (CCF photos by Jc Olivera)

(CCF photo)


