
California Voters Support Expanding Services for Immigrants  
Public Opinion Research Summary  

KEY FINDINGS  

A recent qualitative and quantitative research project of California voters concludes that the state’s 
electorate recognizes that immigrants play a critical role in the state’s economy and add to the fabric of 
our communities. The survey further indicates majority support for a continuation or expansion of 
services for all low-income Californians, regardless of immigration status.  

   
Key findings from the quantitative voter survey include:  

✔ 57% of voters say that the impact of immigrants is a net positive for California.  

✔ 55% of voters support the proposal to “Expand funding for services for low-income Californians, 
regardless of immigration status, including expanding the tax credit for the lowest income taxpayers 
and expanding Medi-Cal health care services, food assistance, and other essential services.”  The 
vast majority of voters support a range of specific proposals that would benefit all Californians, 
regardless of immigration status:  

   
● 68% support: Allow all Californians the ability to buy health insurance through the state's 

Covered California health exchange, which was created by the Affordable Care Act, 
regardless of immigration status.  

● 64% support: Continue to provide food assistance to all eligible low-income families, 
regardless of the parents’ immigration status.  

● 60% support: Ensure all workers have access to critical worker benefits, like disability and 
family leave, regardless of immigration status.  

● 58% support: Continue making the California Earned Income and Young Child Tax Credits 
available to all eligible low-income Californians, regardless of immigration statu  

✔ Even in the face of threats of federal funding cuts, voters strongly support continuing to provide 
health care to all Californians. 57% of voters support continuing to provide Medi-Cal health services 
to all eligible low-income Californians, regardless of immigration status, “even if the Trump 
administration threatens to withhold significant federal funding for health care services in California 
as a result”. 

 
✔ Messages in support of expanding services for low-income Californians, regardless of immigration 

status, are very strong. The strongest messages tested build from a place of shared values that 
highlight how all Californians benefit when all people can access the services necessary to meet 
basic needs (health care, food, housing, safety and security). The strongest messages also focus on 
expanding services benefits for specific groups of Californians, such as teachers and students, health 
care workers and patients, farm workers and caregivers.  

 
 
 
 
 



✔ Voters in California have consistent views and 
were not dissuaded in their support for low-income 

Californians and immigrants. Even in the face of 
common anti-immigrant and fear-based messages 
being circulated in the media, support remained 
constant for expanding services for low-income 
Californians regardless of immigration status.  
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✔ It may not be surprising that progressive and liberal Democrats express strong support for expanding 
funding for services, but moderate Democrats – a swing group in candidate races in California – are also 

strongly supportive. Across the polls, support among moderate Democrats grows from 64% to 73%, 
among liberal Democrats from 90% to 91% and progressive Democrats from 93% to 97%.  

✔ Support spans race and ethnicity, with majority 53% support among White voters and even stronger 
support from Latino voters (58% support), AAPI voters (72% support) and Black voters (65%).  

✔ Cost of living or inflation and the cost of housing are – by a wide margin – the most important issues 
according to voters. When asked to name their two or three top issues, 70% name cost of living or 
cost of housing, 34% name homelessness, and 31% name “Donald Trump as President” as the most 
important issue facing California.  

o Immigration and border security are not motivating issues among Democratic and 
Independent voters in California, i.e. the voters that Democratic campaigns and candidates 
must rely upon to win. Only Republicans name immigration or border security as an 
important issue.  

o Immigration is named as a top issue by only 4% of Democrats and 10% of Independents. 
Border security is named as a top issue by only 2% of Democrats and 8% of Independents. In 
contrast, 35% of Republicans name border security and 25% name immigration as a top 
issue facing California. 

 
✔ About 6 in 10 of voters’ support ensuring all Californians have access to due process, whether or not 

a person is undocumented or has criminal convictions. In a split sample test, there is about equal 
support for the following proposal, whether the bolded component about crime convictions is 
included or not: Ensuring all Californians have access to due process, regardless of immigration 



status or felony or violent crime convictions, by providing legal services to immigrants detained by 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, also known as ICE. This indicates that the Trump 
Administration’s attempts to build support for their deportation strategy by couching it as a ”public 
safety” initiative are falling flat among California voters.  

✔ Half of voters know that undocumented workers in California pay taxes on their income, with the 
remainder unsure or believing they don’t pay taxes. This fact makes it striking that there is such 
strong support for expanding services as listed in the proposals above. It also raises the possibility of 
building even more support for expanding services for undocumented low-income immigrants by 
educating voters on their tax payments.  

✔ Research for this survey launched with focus group discussions with moderate Democratic and swing 
independent voters in Los Angeles County, Fresno, Riverside and San Ramon. The majority of 
participants viewed immigrants as hard workers who come to America to seek a better life, and often 
fleeing oppression. While some referenced wanting an increase in border security or reforms to the 
process of citizenship, there was overwhelming opposition to deportations and they clearly 
appreciated the role that undocumented workers provide in California’s economy. And while some 
expressed concern about the use of state taxpayer dollars spent on programs for the undocumented 
they also said the state could not afford to cut health care and other benefits to undocumented 
people whose contributions to the state are critical.  

Survey Methodology  

David Binder Research (DBR) conducted a survey of 800 voters in California who voted in November 2024, utilizing 
information from the voter file. The survey was conducted between March 19th and 24th, 2025. The margin of error 
for the full sample is ±3.5%. Voters were interviewed by cell phone, landline, and online (email and text to web). 
Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish, at the choice of the respondent. 

 


