
WE BELIEVE THAT A BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ALL ANGELENOS DEPENDS ON THE SUCCESS OF OUR 

YOUNG BLACK MEN. THROUGH ACADEMIC SUPPORT, MENTORSHIP AND POSITIVE OPTIONS, WE CAN HELP 

THEIR FUTURES BLOSSOM AND REALIZE THEIR LIMITLESS POTENTIAL.

All across Los Angeles, the potential of our children is being lost. At a time when a bachelor’s degree leads to a             
$1 million increase in lifetime earnings, only one in 10 young Black men graduates from a four-year college. Though they 
are only 10 percent of all L.A. young people, Black youth make up nearly a third of all youth on probation.  And once 
in the system, it is hard to get out, with more than 80 percent facing re-arrest within three years.

The cost to society is incalculable. We are losing out on countless innovators and entrepreneurs - a generation of civic 
and community leaders who could shape the future of L.A. But education holds the key. Ninety percent of Black men who 
drop out of high school face incarceration, yet a diploma reduces the figure to 12 percent. By investing in the potential 
of our young Black men, we can help them sow the seeds for life success and break the school-to-prison pipeline.

Since 2012: Helped more than 500 vulnerable and marginalized youth 
   Nationally-recognized funder of programs serving boys
   and men of color
The California Community Foundation’s Building a Lifetime of Options and Opportunities for Men (BLOOM) is a 
multyear initiative redirecting young Black men in South L.A. who have had contact with the juvenile justice system onto 
positive paths. It focuses on systems change, partnering with community-based organizations, probation and school 
districts to alter life trajectories through academic support, mentorship and individually-tailored services to increase high 
school and college success. BLOOM has been cited by the White House as a possible model to be replicated nationally.

65 percent 
of BLOOM 
youth who 
applied to 
college were 
accepted

64 percent 
avoided 
school 
suspension or 
expulsion

90 percent 
successfully 
upheld the 
terms of their 
probation 
and did not 
reoffend



“In BLOOM, they look at me 
 and see not what I did, 
 but what I can do.”

Zakeer
BLOOM Alumnus

and Fellow

PARTNERS
BLOOM partners with experienced, community-based organizations whose innovation and expertise in working with 
young men of color have been recognized throughout the region and nationally.

For almost 50 years, Brotherhood Crusade has improved the quality of life of low-income, 
underserved, under-represented and disenfranchised South L.A. residents. Through diverse 
programming including education, employment readiness and leadership development, 
Brotherhood Crusade is building a strong and healthy future for South L.A. 

The Social Justice Learning Institute is dedicated to improving the education, health and well-
being of youth and communities of color by empowering them to enact social change through 
research, training and community mobilization. With two key programs focusing on health and 
educational equity, Social Justice Learning Institute is breaking the cycle of inequity and creating 
a new generation of engaged leaders.

PLANTING A BETTER FUTURE FOR ALL ANGELENOS
Everyone benefits when we realize the promise of our young Black men. The amount of money our state spends annually 
on prisons would pay for a CSU education for every single graduating senior in California.  And the price we pay today 
pales in comparison to the cost to our future. Writing off a generation of young Black men means writing off a generation 
of big ideas, of job creators, problem solvers and transformational leaders. 

CCF, along with our BLOOM partners and donors, understands that education is the antidote to incarceration. We see 
the unlimited potential of our young Black men. And we agree that education, mentorship and community support have 
the power to produce healthy and successful young men who can drive the future of Los Angeles.

HELP OUR YOUNG MEN BLOOM
To learn how you can support BLOOM in transforming the 
futures of young Black men in Los Angeles County, contact 
Tammy Johnson at tjohnson@calfund.org, by phone at 
(213) 413-4130 ext. 208 or visit calfund.org/BLOOM.


