
Guide to the CALynx Student Data Dashboard

This packet provides an overview of some of the tips and tricks 
for using the CALynx Student Data Dashboard. If you have 
additional questions about how to use this tool that are not 

covered here, please email datasupport@collegefutures.org
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Once you log into and select the “CALynx Student Data Dashboard”, you’ll see the following tool bar at the top of your webpage. These tools help you navigate and 
interact with the dashboard more effectively.

Definitions

Workbook: This is a collection of dashboards that are all working to convey information about a similar topic. In this case, the “CALynx Student Data Dashboard” is 
actually a workbook
Dashboard: A series of visualizations that are all on a single workbook page. Each tab in the workbook for the “CALynx Student Data Dashboard” is a dashboard.
Page/Tab: We will use either page or tab to refer to the different dashboards included in a workbook.
View: A specific set of filters applied to a dashboard or graph.
Tool Bar: The options listed above each workbook. The “Revert”, “Download”, and “Comments” options are all found in the Tool Bar.

You can navigate to different 
pages/tabs by selecting them 

from the scroll bar of the 
workbook.

If you filter the data in your workbook, 
you can save that specific set of filtered 
data as a “View” by selecting this icon. 
You will then see the popup to the left 

where you can name the view and 
make it the default view you see the 
next time you open up the workbook. 

If you want to share a question or 
thought, you can use the comments 
option. Keep in mind that all users of 

the workbook will see your 
comments, so if you have a specific 
question about your data, it’s best to 

reach out to 
datasupport@collegefutures.org. If 

you want to engage in a 
conversation or offer a suggestion for 
improvement, this is a useful place to 

put your feedback. 
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This is the welcome 
page. It provides a 

question-driven 
structure for how to 

think about the 
dashboards. You 
can click on each 
question to go to a 

dashboard that 
shows you graphs 

and charts that help 
you explore those 
questions using 
your scholarship 

student data. 

Click to explore data related to this question
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Filters will all be within 
a box at the bottom of 

each page.

Click on any of the 
images within the 
race/ethnicity or 

gender 
distributions to go 

to a page that 
explores data 
points for that 

specific subgroup. 

If you click on the 
“Female” dark blue 
circle, for example, 
you’ll be taken to 
the “Deeper Dive” 

page which will 
show you data 
specifically for 

Female students.

There will be a “Back” 
button to take you to the 
“Welcome Page” on the 
top right of each page.
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If you hover over any of 
the graphs throughout 
the workbook, the data 
will appear in sentence 
form. You can use this 

to help you better 
understand the 

meaning of the chart.

For example, if you 
were to hover over the 

maroon bar for the 
“Female, Hispanic or 
Latino” chart, you will 
see the popup above 
with a sentence that 

describes what that bar 
is telling you about your 

data. 

If you select an 
option from the 

filters, it will apply to 
all the charts and 
graphs in all the 

dashboards of the 
workbook. This 

means, if you move 
on to another 

dashboard, the same 
filter options you 

chose on this page 
will automatically be 
applied. This feature 
is intended to make it 

easier to review 
segments of data 

without having to re-
select filters on every 

page.



This is the “Deeper 
Dive” page that 
you get to if you 

click on a subgroup 
on the previous 
“Who Are The 
Students We 
Serve” page.

To pick a different 
subgroup, click this arrow 

to go back to the “Who 
Are The Students We 

Serve” page.
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This page provides 
you with an 

analysis of what 
types of institutions 

your students 
enrolled in.

Filters will all be within 
a box at the bottom of 

each page.

If you click on the colors 
of each Postsecondary 
Institution Type, it will 

grey out other 
categories on the charts 
so you can more easily 

focus on the specific 
institution type you are 

interested in.

There will be a “Back” button 
to take you to the “Welcome 

Page” on the top right of 
each page.
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This page provides you 
with an analysis of the 

public financial aid uptake 
rates of the students you 

served. The text at the top 
of the page helps explain 

what these graphs are 
telling you. The 

“Reference” page also 
provides more details 

about the methodology 
used to calculate these 

rates.

There will be a “Back” 
button to take you to the 

“Welcome Page” on the top 
right of each page.
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This page provides you 
with different ways to 

think about what a 
student’s high school 

GPA can tell you about 
where they enroll in 

school, their race/ethnic 
group, or their gender.

Filters will all be within 
a box at the bottom of 

each page.

If you click on the 
colors of each high 

school GPA group, it 
will grey out other 
categories on the 
charts so you can 

more easily focus on 
the specific high 

school GPA group you 
are interested in.

There will be a “Back” button 
to take you to the “Welcome 

Page” on the top right of 
each page.
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