Wildfire Recovery Fund
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the Wildfire Recovery Fund?

a. CCF’s Wildfire Recovery Fund complements immediate relief and supports
communities with intermediate recovery and long-term resilience. Our efforts aim
to rebuild and restore the lives of those most affected by wildfires and climate
disasters in California, and the most vulnerable and underserved.

2. What kinds of support does the fund provide?
a. Through our nonprofit partners, the fund provides:

i.  Financial assistance for displaced individuals and families.

ii.  Support for rebuilding homes and restoring belongings or employment.

iii.  Mental health services and case management to help rebuild
communities long after the disaster.

iv.  Follow-up medical care and supplies.

v.  Upgraded support services, such as 2-1-1 phone lines and safety
equipment for first responders.

3. Who benefits from the Wildfire Recovery Fund? Why is targeting marginalized
communities a priority?

a. The fund seeks to support the most impacted and the most vulnerable.
Historically, the fund has supported a broad range of organizations addressing
the needs of a diverse collection of communities including food workers,
individuals with disabilities, children and the elderly, as well as Native American,
migrant and non-native English-speaking communities. Additionally, we
collaborate with local foundations and nonprofit organizations that provide
emergency aid to wildfire survivors and first responders, bridging financial gaps
to ensure resources reach those most in need.

4. How are grant recipients chosen?
a. The selection process is informed by community and government partners, and
utilizes data from tools including but not limited to CalFire, Human Development
Index, and the CDC’s Social Vulnerability Index, to identify those most in need
and with the greatest barriers to accessing help. Grants are awarded to local
organizations offering direct services and community foundations distributing
resources to their networks.

5. How can my organization apply for funding?
Local organizations and community foundations can visit our website for eligibility criteria
and application guidelines. You can visit here for more information. If you are an


https://www.calfund.org/our-process/

organization seeking funding, please send details on your program and request to
LAWildfires@calfund.org.

6. How long has the fund been operating?
a. Since 2003, CCF’s Wildfire Recovery Fund has awarded over $32 million to
support relief and recovery efforts. CCF also distributed $70 million through its
COVID Disaster Relief fund to support LA County residents during the pandemic.

7. How does the fund address the long-term impact of wildfires?
a. Beyond immediate relief, the fund focuses on resilience-building in communities.
This includes restoring infrastructure, addressing social and mental health needs,
and upgrading systems to better respond to future disasters.

Donor FAQ’s

8. How can | contribute to the fund?

a. Digital donations can be made through our website here. Contributions of any
size help support underserved communities and advance recovery efforts. When
supporting relief organizations, consider marking your gift as general operating
support. By doing so, you enable the organization to both respond to current
disasters and be prepared for those that may arise in the future. Learn more
about how to maximize your impact when giving in times of crisis or disaster
here.

b. We can also accept checks, stock or wire transfer. We do not accept in-kind
donations or goods. CCF Fundholders can donate directly to the fund using
DonorConnect.

i.  Mail checks to: California Community Foundation, 717 W Temple St. Los
Angeles, CA 90012. Include “Wildfire Recovery Fund” in the memo.
9. Can | raise funds on behalf of CCF?

a. We will accept general donations but will not enter into any partnerships or
Commercial Co-Venture Agreements.

10. How can | obtain a copy of my donation tax receipt/acknowledgment letter?

a. Individuals that donate via credit card automatically receive an email
acknowledgement from our web portal. Individuals sending a check, wire or stock
gift will be mailed an acknowledgement within 1-2 weeks of receipt of their
contribution.

11. Would CCF gift match my company’s employee donations?

a. Yes, you may provide us with instructions on completing a matching form for any
employees who have contributed. We will then verify the donation via the
company’s own matching form/process.

12. Can CCF promote my donation on social media?


mailto:LAWildfires@calfund.org
https://www.calfund.org/funds/wildfire-recovery-fund/

a. Sorry, we cannot create content to promote your donation on our own social
media. However, we encourage you to share your donation and the link to donate
on your channels.

13. How do you collaborate with local organizations?

a. We partner with community foundations and nonprofits deeply embedded in their
communities. This ensures resources reach the areas where they are needed
most efficiently.

14. How does the fund address the needs of first responders?

a. The fund supports first responders by providing updated safety equipment,
financial assistance, and mental health resources to aid them during and after
wildfire events.

15. Where can | find updates on the fund's impact?

a. Updates will be shared on our website as they become available.

16. How is the Wildfire Recovery Fund different from other disaster relief efforts?

a. Unlike many short-term relief efforts, our fund focuses on immediate and
long-term recovery, specifically targeting the most impacted and underserved
communities. This ensures sustained support beyond the initial crisis phase.

17.1 am a donor who can answer my questions.

a. Please contact DonorRelations@calfund.org or call us at (213) 239-2300.

18. | am a community-based organization; who can answer any additional questions.

a. Please contact LAWildfires@calfund.org
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